
The Uttar Pradesh Government feels relaxed and relieved that people will get clean water for holy dipping and sipping during the upcoming Magh Mela in Allahabad, as a result of their decision to release 1600-cusec/day of fresh water from Tehri and Narora dams. But Professor Veer Bhadra Mishra, who leads the Clean Ganga Campaign of Sankat Mochan Foundation (SMF) is not convinced with this step of the Government and has something different to say. 

The Government is telling the public that by releasing water from the upstream dams, the pollution in Ganga at Allahabad will be reduced. This would be true if the main source of pollution in Allahabad was from an upstream source several kilometer away, such as Kanpur, and spread across the width of the river, as the pollution would diffuse and disperse as it traveled downstream. Every river has a natural capacity to diffuse and disperse pollution but it requires a certain distance and volume of flow for this to take place. 
But, SMF’s research shows that the main cause of pollution and discomfort to devotees and other river users in Allahabad is actually domestic sewage from Point Sources discharging into the rivers (Ganga and Yamuna) from the city. Point Sources are sewer outfalls, surface drains, and other types of openings present on a river bank and discharging waste water. In fact, the SMF have found that pollution from Kanpur has naturally diffused and dispersed by the time it reaches Allahabad city and thus has little to no impact on pollution levels. 
SMF have discovered that there are at least 70 Point Sources (50 discharging in Ganga and 20 in Yamuna) in Allahabad city. The pollution from these Point Sources concentrates around the banks of the river where people are most commonly accessing the water. The concentration of the pollution where the people are accessing the water is not going to be diminished during Magh Mela, or at any other time of the year, by additional water being let out of Tehri or Narora Dams.
This action by the government is only going to contribute to a process already being achieved by the natural work of Ganga and is not going to address the main issue. The Government should be trying to stop the sewage flowing in to the rivers from the Point Sources, as was their duty under the Ganga Action Plan launched nearly 25 years ago and still not achieved. 

Huge amounts of public money have already been spent by the Government on unsuccessful solutions for wastewater management and still today, ineffective solutions are being proposed and the public is being misled. 
Prof. Mishra is disheartened by the Government's lack of will to clean Ganga (and Yamuna) and achieve the objectives of GAP.  He is disappointed at their misleading attempts to provide safe bathing conditions for this one event and displeased at their lack of effort to manage the issue on a permanent basis, not only in Allahabad, but also in Kanpur (which has at least 40 huge Point Sources discharging sewage and industrial pollutants into Ganga), Varanasi (which has at least 30 Point Sources discharging sewage into Ganga) and other river cities. 
On behalf of Varanasi Nagar Nigam, SMF have developed solutions for the management of sewage in Varanasi and are waiting for the Government to take action. It is hoped that appropriate wastewater management will be realised in all river cities one day and people will truly be able to practice their Holy Dipping and Sipping and other activities in clean water. 

